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Operating Systems and System Resources
Because the operating system running on a computer is central to everything done on a computer, it is the operating system that needs to know how to get in touch with resources that are available attached to the computer.  Resources are things like printers, scanners, fax device, the Internet, and network shares (or network folders).  

Network folders are folders that have been made available for others to connect to on the network a computer is attached to.  This is often done for printers as well.  Having a network printer available on the network would keep you from having to purchase and install a printer for each computer on the network.

This exercise will walk you through the process of finding and connecting to a network resource (our color HP LaserJet printer in this case).

Exercise 1

1. After logging in to your computer, click the Start button and choose Printers and Faxes from the Start menu.

2. Choose the “Add Printer” link in the upper left corner of the window, or double-click the Add Printer icon, depending on the view of the Printers and Faxes window.

The Add Printer Wizard starts.  Click the Next button.

3. On the “Local or Network Printer” page, make sure the “A network printer, or a printer attached to another computer.” option is selected.

4. Click the Next button.
5. On the “Specify a Printer” page, click the radio button option “Connect to this printer (or to browse for a printer, select this option and click Next)”.

6. Click the Next button.

7. On the “Browse for Printer” page, the Shared Printers list box will show the message “Searching for printers…” and eventually, a list of computers on the network will be shown.

8. From this list, double-click on the computer named Lab27.

You should see two printers show up under the computer Lab27 when you double-click on it.

9. Click HPColorLJ and click the Next button.

Some of you may already have some printers added on your computer.  If there are no printers currently installed on your computer when you go through this procedure, you will be at the “Completing the Add Printer Wizard” page.

10. Click the Finish button on the “Completing the Add Printer Wizard” page.

If there are printers already installed on this computer, you’ll see the Default Printer page next.

11. Choose the Yes option button to make this printer the default printer.

12. Click the Next button.

13. Click the Finish button to complete adding a network printer resource to your computer.

End of exercise.
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