What is Software?
There are two types of software used in a computer system.
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System software is a collection of programs that control and operate the computer and the hardware attached to it.  As an example, when you print a document from an application, the operating system receives this request and takes care of making sure the document is printed out.  If the document is not capable of being printed, the operating system notifies the user of the application by sending an error message.

Examples of operating system software are: Windows XP, Unix, Linux, & MAC OS X
Most users do not run specific operating system programs.  Instead, they are run by other operating system programs when needed.
Application Software
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Application software carries out a specific task, like word processing, or a game.  The user works directly with an application to complete a task.
Examples of application software programs are: Internet Explorer, MS Paint, Kid Pix Deluxe 3, Math Blaster 6th Grade, etc.
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